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SUBJECT: ISRAELI VIEW OE LEBANESE SITUATION 

1. ISRAELI OEEICIALS AND POLITICAL/MILITARY OBSERVERS 
REMAIN CONCERNED ABOUT IMPLICATIONS OF LEBANESE CRISIS 
EOR ISRAEL, WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE SITUATION 
ON LEBANON-ISRAELI BORDER. GOI CONTINUES TO EXERCISE 
RESTRAINT WHILE VIEWING SYRIAN/PLA ROLE IN LEBANON AS DEEACTO 
ESTABLISHMENT OE SYRIAN PROTECTORATE, ISRAELIS BELIEVE THAT, AT 
LEAST IN SHORT TERM, SEVERE CONSTRAINTS ALSO APPLY TO SYRIA, 
WHICH IS NEITHER INTERESTED IN ISRAELI INTERVENTION 

IN LEBANON NOR ISRAELI-SYRIAN WAR. 

2. CHILE OE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE GAZIT PROVIDED 
MILITARY ATTACHE CORPS WITH IN-DEPTH BRIEPING JAN. 30 
ON BACKGROUND AND EVOLUTION OP LEBANON CRISIS IN- 
CLUDING PRE-PLA PHASE, SIGNIPICANCE AND NATURE OP 
PLA INVOLVEMENT IN THE WAR, AND EVALUATION OP PRO- 
SPECTS EOR CURRENT CEASE-FIRE (IR POLLOWS). 

DESCRIBING ISRAELI RESPONSE TO THESE DEVELOPMENTS, 
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GAZIT SAID ISRAEL WOULD TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION BASED 
ON PERCEIVED CHARACTER OP PLA DEPLOYMENT AND ACTIVITY, 
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SPECIFICALLY IN PROXIMITY OF ISRAELI- 

LEBANESE BORDER. HE STATED THAT SYRIA, WHILE PRECLUDED 
IN THE SHORT-TERM FROM ACHIEVING HER EONG-RANGE GOAL 
OF INCORPORATING LEBANON INTO A GREATER SYRIAN FED- 
ERATION, WAS PURSUING THAT END VIA THE PLA. SHORT TERM 
PRIORITIES ARGUED AGAINST ANY DIRECT SYRIAN MILITARY 
INVOLVEMENT IN LEBANON AT THIS TIME. 

3. HAARETZ MILITARY CORRESPONDENT SCHIFF TOLD CHARGE' 

JAN 29 THAT IDF WAS UNDER STRICT INSTRUCTIONS TO KEEP 
SITUATION ON LEBANESE BORDER QUIET AND NOT TO ENGAGE 
IN ANY ACTIONS WHICH MIGHT BE INTERPRETED AS BEGINNINGS 
OF ISRAELI INTERVENTION IN LEBANON. 

4. IN JANUARY 30 HAARETZ COMMENTARY SCHIFF NOTES 
THAT UNFOLDING LEBANESE SITUATION HAS MADE IT VERY 
DIFFICULT FOR ISRAELI LEADERSHIP TO DECIDE WHAT WOUED 
CONSTITUTE A CASUS BELLI. INSTEAD OF CLEAR-CUT PROCESS 
OF INTERVENTION, BY SYRIAN ARMY, ISRAEL IS WITNESSING 
STEP-BY-STEP COLLAPSE OF LEBANON AND CREATION OF 
VACUUM IN THE SOUTH. ISRAELI DECLARATIONS OF WHAT 
WOULD COMMIT IT TO ACTION HAVE BEEN "HIGHLY SUPER- 
FICIAL". IN PRACTICE, HOWEVER, ISRAEL HAS STOOD ON 
SIDELINES AND LET DEVELOPMENTS TAKE THEIR COURSE 
WITHOUT ISRAELI INTERVENTION. RABIN AND PERES BELIEVE 
THAT ISRAEL SHOULD CONCENTRATE ON ITSELF, SAVE ITS 
STRENGTH AND ONEY ACT WHEN THERE IS AN IMMEDIATE 
DIRECT BLOW. TWO OTHER APPROACHES ARE DISCERNIBLE 

IN ISRAELI THINKING: A) SOME RIGHT-WING 
OPPONENTS OF POST 1973 POLITICAL AGREEMENTS CALL FOR 
INTERVENTION IN LEBANON USING PLA ENTRY THERE AS 
JUSTIFICATION TO OPERATE ON BROAD SCALE; A VARIATION 
ON THIS REGARDS CURRENT LEBANESE SITUATION AS OPPORTUNITY 
FOR ISRAEL TO MOVE AGAINST TERRORISTS, B) A COMPEETELY 
DIFFERENT VIEW HOLDS THAT PALESTINIAN CONTROL OF SOUTHERN 
LEBANON DOES NOT NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE MATTER OF CON- 
CERN TO ISRAELIS SINCE IT WILL LEAD TO A KIND OF 
"PALESTINIAN NATIONAL HOME". WHILE NOT ENDING PALESTINIAN 
ASPIRATION TO RETURN TO ISRAEL, THIS AT LEAST WILL 
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MEAN THAT STURGGEE NO LONGER IS WITH PEOPLE LACKING ITS 
OWN COUNTRY. SUCH DIFFERENT VIEWS, SCHIFF CON- 
CLUDES, ONLY UNDERSCORE PRESENT STATE OF CONFUSION 
IN ISRAEL OVER LEBANESE SITUATION. 
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